Naloxone-insensitive potentiation of neurotensin hypothermic effect by the enkephalinase inhibitor thiorphan.
The hypothermic effect of neurotensin (0.1 microgram) injected i.c.v. in mice is potentiated by the enkephalinase inhibitor thiorphan (10 micrograms, i.c.v.). This potentiation is not reversed by systemic naloxone. The hypothermic effect of neurotensin is not modified by the amino-peptidase inhibitor bestatin (50 micrograms, i.c.v.) nor by the angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor captopril (50 micrograms, i.c.v.). These data indicate the involvement of enkephalinase in the inactivation of neurotensin, at least when it is injected i.c.v.